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Peter Neumann, ScD, Professor,
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and Risk in Health

The economic stimulus bill passed by
the Congress and signed into law by
President Obama included a substantial
amount of funding for the federal
government to conduct comparative
effectiveness research of medical inter-
ventions. It signals a new era in which
this information will play an increasing
important role in medical, healthcare
reimbursement and health policy deci-
sion making. Evidence-based medicine
and value-based medicine are two essen-
tial components of comparative effective-
ness research. This 2-day course aims to
provide participants with knowledge and
hands-on experience in the nuts and
bolts of the methods employed in these
practices.
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Thursday, June 25, 2009 Day 1*

The first day of the course will focus on the tools
of evidence-based medicine. Participants will learn
about the processes that go into the making of
systematic reviews and meta-analyses. Topics to
cover include how to formulate questions that are
answerable by the medical literature; how to
identify relevant evidence; how to appraise the
evidence for their quality; and how to interpret the
results of systematic reviews and meta-analyses
and integrate them into a decision-making
framework. The strengths and limitations of the
current methods will also be discussed.

8:00-8:30 Breakfast

8:30-8:45 Introduction

8:45-10:00 Understanding the current EBM
landscape: needs, key issues,
CER, Defns, AHRQ, CMS

10:15-11:30  Systematic evidence reviews:
Framing and refining questions
lecture and exercise

11:30-12:45 Lunch

12:45-1:30 Searching for and critically
reviewing evidence

1:30-2:45 Exercise

3:00-4:15 Q&A

Friday, June 26, 2009 Day 2*

The second day of the course will cover
topics related to the measurement of
value and cost-effectiveness in health
care. The course will focus on case
studies in different disease areas, which
serve to highlight key methodological
and strategic issues in value assess-
ment, including the wuse of cost-
effectiveness and cost-benefit analysis,
as well as “real world” data and model-
ing techniques. The course will also
cover material related to how value con-
siderations are impacting the FDA
approval and regulatory process, and
coverage, and reimbursement and pric-
ing issues in the U.S. and abroad. The
learning objectives are to 1) provide a
technical understanding of the methods
underlying analyses, 2) to help attendees
understand the forces influencing the
measurement of value.

Breakfast

Highlights and “take-away”

points from Day 1

Understanding the current

value-based medical

landscape

10:30-11:45  Applying cost-effectiveness
in comparative-
effectiveness research

12:00-12:15 Lunch

12:45-2:00 Using new methodologies

to demonstrate value

Interactive exercise

demonstrating value

Faculty panel

“Take-away” points from

Day 2

8:00-8:30
8:30-9:00

9:00-10:15

2:00-3:15
3:30-4:00
4:00-4:15

*This is a preliminary schedule and agenda and
may be slightly modified.




